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Magda Czel wi nska
In chief by M. Vertlieb

Vancouver, B.C.
March 31, 2009

THE COW SSI ONER: Good nor ni ng.
THE REA STRAR:. Order. The hearing i s now resuned.
Comm ssi oner Brai dwood is presiding.
Il will affirmyou now.

MAGDA CZELW NSKA, a wi t ness,
af firned.

THE REA STRAR: Wul d you state your full nane, please.
A Magda Czel wi nska.
THE REG STRAR: Thank you. [I'll now turn you over to
counsel Vertlieb.
THE COW SSI ONER:  Ms. Czelw nska, this is the
Comm ssi oner speaking. Thank you very nuch for

comng and helping us out in this inquiry. | know
your participation is voluntary and | appreciate
t hat .

A Thank you.

MR, VERTLIEB: M. Czelw nska, we wanted just to ask
you a few questions. And if you're not quite sure
of what we're asking, you be sure to tell us that
so we can nake sure you under st and.

A Ckay.

EXAM NATI ON I N CH EF BY MR VERTLI EB:

You knew M. Dzi ekanski as a nei ghbour?

He's not ny i mredi ate nei ghbour but he |ives about
coupl e of streets away.

And you knew him for how many years?

Over 20 years.

And woul d you see himduring the week, once,
twce, three tines a week or so?

About a couple of tines, sonetines nore.

So you saw himoften during each year?

Yes. Yes, quite often.

And how woul d you describe himin terns of the way
he was with you?

[I nterpreter addresses w tness]

As far as |I'mconcerned, it would be |like ten-,
15-m nute neetings because |'mtaking ny
grandchild to school.

[I nterpreter addresses w tness]

And lately I would nmeet himquite often.

> OO OO DO
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And how woul d you describe himin ternms of his
personal ity?

Well, just like a normal man, young person.

Nor mal .

And did he sonetines do work around your

apart nent ?

Yes, he does. So up till a year ago | had like
coal -fired heating system like -- and since then
| just have central heating system

THE | NTERPRETER:  Ckay.

A

MR.

C
A
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So for the -- so for coal-fired heating system |
had to buy coal and he always helped ne to put it
into the storage and he was very hel pful.

VERTLI| EB
Did he appear to be healthy?

Yes, he | ooked healthy. Yeah, | ordered coal
about twice a year and on both occasi ons he woul d
help ne to put it away.
You knew he was comng to Canada to be with his
not her ?
Yes. Yes, he -- | knew because he was tal king
about quite often and he told nme that he's going
to Canada where there is mlk and honey.
And did you see hima few days before he left for
Canada?
Yes, | saw hi m about three days before his
departure because he told nme that he's going to
drop snoking, quit snoking because that's going to
be a surprise for his nother
D d he appear excited about com ng to Canada?
Yeah, he was very happy because he |oved his
not her very much and he couldn't wait to nmeet her
He was very happy to neet her.
VERTLI EB: Thank you very nuch.
Thank you.
BRONGERS: Good evening, Ms. Czel w nska.
Good eveni ng.

BRONGERS: MWy nane is Jan Brongers. |
for the Government of Canada. 1'd |
you for taking your tinme to assist th
conmi ssi on.

Thank you.

BRONGERS: | just have a few questions for you

about M. Dzi ekanski .

m a | awer
ke to thank
IS
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CROSS- EXAM NATI ON BY MR BRONGERS ON BEHALF OF THE
GOVERNVENT OF CANADA:

C During the tinme you knew M. Dzi ekanski, did he
always live in the sane apartnent?
Yes. They lived in the sanme apartnent w th nother
and then when not her noved to Canada, he stayed in
t he sane apartnent.

C So his nove to Canada would be his first nove that
you were aware of?

A Yes, that's correct. And he was very happy that
he will |eave that place and that he'll nove to
Canada and he'll be with his nother.

C Do you know if he had ever travell ed outside of
Pol and before this trip to Canada?

A No, never.

C To your know edge, he had never |eft Pol and
before; is that what you're saying?

A That's correct.

C Qur understanding is that the only | anguage M.
Dzi ekanski could speak is Polish. Do you know if
he coul d speak | anguages ot her than Polish?

A No, he didn't. No. He said that when he goes to
Canada, he wll learn English

C Did he discuss with you how he was planning to

deal with the airlines when he was flying to
Canada, given that he cannot speak English?

A Vll, he said that there are going to be other
Pol i sh people on the plane so sonebody will know
both Polish and English so they'll help himout.

C | understand. And did he discuss with you how he
pl anned to deal with the government officials in
Vancouver given that he cannot speak English?

A Well, he didn't think that he will have to
communi cate with officials. He was under
i npression that he will nmeet with his nother right
away.

C To your know edge, Ms. Czelw nska, did M.

Dzi ekanski do any exercise or practise any sport?

A | don't know exactly but fromtime to tinme | could
see himrunning around the house. But | never
di scussed hi s hobbies or physical activities with
hi m

MR. BRONGERS: Thank you very much for answering ny
gquestions, Ms. Czelw nska.

THE WTNESS: [Addresses the interpreter]

THE | NTERPRETER: [ Addresses the w tness]
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MR. BUTCHER: Madam ny nanme is David Butcher. [|'m
counsel for one of the police officers involved in
this matter.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON BY MR, BUTCHER ON BEHALF OF CONSTABLE
Bl LL BENTLEY:

C Firstly to confirmthat you were interviewed by
sonebody fromthe Comm ssion on March the 15th of
2009 by tel ephone.

THE W TNESS: |[Addresses the interpreter]

THE | NTERPRETER: [ Addresses the w tness]

A Yes, | did have the phone call but | don't know
whet her it was Conm ssi on.

MR. BUTCHER

C Was it about two weeks ago?

A Yes.

C Did you know what M. Dziekanski did for a living
or how he supported hinsel f?

A He had noney sent onto his account fromhis

nmother. And he did -- and he did -- and he did

sone casual work. He painted ny apartnent and he

probably worked for sonme other people as well.

To your know edge, did he have a full-tinme job?

No, he didn't. Several years ago he did have a

full-time job, but I don't know whom he worked

for.

C VWhat tinme of day would you have your neetings with
hi nf?
Sonetinmes in the norning because there is a
grocery store close by and then he woul d shop at
that grocery store and | would take ny grandchild
to school, and sonetines in the afternoon around
2:30, three o' clock when I was com ng back from
school

C So it was al ways when you were taking your

grandchild to or from school ?

No, not only. Quite often | would neet himon

Saturday or Sunday, when of course nobody went to

school, because | have a dog and I woul d take the

dog for a wal k.

Was it always during the daytinme?

Yes.

Did he ever tell you that he had any nedi ca

condi tions of any kind?

No. No, as far as | am concerned, he was in good

health. He was al ways happy, joyful. He would

>0
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| augh and never conpl ai ned about his health.

C Did you think he was a strong -- sorry. |'ll ask
that question again. Did you think he was a
strong man?

A Well, howto say? Well, he would take coupl e of
pails wwth coal and take it down to the storage.
He would go up the stairs. So I think he was
strong.

C And specifically, had he ever told you that he was
taki ng any prescription nedication?

A No. We didn't discuss -- no, we didn't discuss.
THE | NTERPRETER: Ckay.
A No, we didn't discuss the health issues. W were

tal king about his trip to Canada and his nom and |
was telling himto wite a letter to nom and that
was the extent of our conversations.

MR. BUTCHER

C Did you ever see -- I'll ask this question again.
Sorry. Did you ever think he had been dri nking
when you saw hi nf?

A Well, he was -- when we net on several occasions,
he woul d stand close to nme, so | didn't snell any
al cohol on his breath.

C Did he talk to you about any fears he had about
goi ng to Canada?

A No, he didn't talk about it. W only tal ked about
his trip to Canada, that everything is going to be
waiting for himand he'll get established here.

C When was the last tine you saw hin? How | ong

before he left did you see hinf

About three days before he left for Canada.

Did you notice anything unusual in his before at

all or did he tell you anything unusual about

hi msel f then?

A No, he didn't say anything and he didn't | ook any
different. H's only concern was that how is going
to pack all his books about Canada and whet her
he's going to have enough room because he had a
special -- like a file at the store where they
were collecting all the nmagazi nes about Canada for
him so he had so many that he was concerned that
he woul dn't be able to take everything with him

C Have you seen the video of what happened at
Vancouver Airport?

Yes.

C Did you see M. Dziekanski smashing a wooden table

agai nst the glass and throwi ng a conputer on the

O >
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Cross-examby M. Hira (for Cst. MIIlington)

ground?

A Yes. Yes. | saw it and he was -- he was upset
but that's the fault of the people at the airport
because he was there for ten hours al one.

C Had you ever seen him behave |i ke that before?

A No. No, inthis state -- no, | never saw himin
this state and | was surprised. But you know, on
t he ot her hand, one shouldn't be surprised
because --

THE | NTERPRETER: [ Addresses the w tness]

A On the other hand, one shouldn't be surprised

because he was on the airport for ten hours,
deprived of water and he didn't have cigarettes
because he just quit snmoking to surprise his nom
So I''m not surprised.

MR. BUTCHER: Thank you. Those are ny questions,
ma' am

A Thank you.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Anybody el se have any questions?

THE W TNESS: |[Addresses the interpreter]

THE | NTERPRETER: [ Addresses the w tness]

THE COW SSI ONER:  Just a nonent. We m ght have j ust
sonet hing nore yet.

MR HRA: M'am ny nane is Ravi Hra. | represent
one of the police officers. | wonder whether you
could hel p us and answer a few of ny questions,
pl ease.

A Ckay.

MR. H RA: Thank you. |'mgrateful.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON BY MR H RA ON BEHALF OF CONSTABLE
KWESI M LLI NGTON:

C The | ast question that you answered from M.
But cher, you said that he'd been deprived of water
and cigarettes. \Were did you get that
i nformation fronf

A Well, you could see it.

C | see. Did you get the information from anybody
i n Canada?

A No. | listened to all the news.

C | see. So the information that he was deprived of
wat er and cigarettes you got fromview ng the
video and listening to the news?

A O course, yes.

C Have you spoken with M. Dziekanski's nother's

| awyer at any tine?
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A | don't think so. | don't know.

C So you haven't spoken with M. Kosteckyj?

A (No audi bl e response)

THE | NTERPRETER: Hel | 0?

A | don't know. | don't recall the nane.

MR. H RA:

C Thank you. Do you know how many cigarettes M.
Dzi ekanski woul d snoke per day?

A No, | don't know. He didn't tell ne about it.

MR. HI RA: Thank you. Those are ny questions.

THE COW SSI ONER: |'s that everybody now? Al right,

Ms. Csel w nski, thank you very much for your
cooperation. That's all the questions we have.

(W TNESS EXCUSED)
[ Conversation between interpreter and w tness]

THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very kindly. Wuld you
like a break? Al right, w'll take a break and
line up the wtness.

THE REG STRAR. The hearing will break for ten m nutes.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED FOR MORNI NG RECESS)
( PROCEEDI NGS RECONVENED)

THE REA STRAR: The hearing is now resuned.
Comm ssi oner Braidwood is presiding. W will
affirmyou now, sir.

RYSZARD KRASI NSKI, a wi tness,
af firned.

THE REG STRAR  Thank you. Your full name first,

pl ease.
A My nanme is Ryszard Krasi nski .
THE REG STRAR  Thank you, sir. | will now turn you

over to M. Vertlieb.

THE COWM SSIONER: Sir, | amthe comm ssioner, and |
woul d i ke to thank you for your cooperation. |
know you are com ng voluntarily.

A You're very wel cone.

EXAM NATI ON I N CH EF BY MR VERTLI EB:

C M. Krasinski, howlong did you know M.
Dzi ekanski ?
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A | knew M. Dziekanski for about ten years.

C He was a friend of yours?

A You can say So.

C And what kind of things did you and he do
toget her? What did you do?

A W |ived close together so we would neet quite
often and then we had a little garden area around
our house.

Yeah. | have a little garden close to ny
house and he got a garden froma nenber of his
famly close to ny garden, so we would neet in the
spring.

THE | NTERPRETER: (Okay. [Addresses w tness]

A And we woul d neet together for different occasions

I i ke nanes day, birthday, birthday of children.

THE | NTERPRETER: (Okay. [Addresses w tness]

A W woul d neet for the day of the -- teachers' day.
There is a day for people who have little gardens,
and so we cel ebrate. We would have a barbecue for
the teachers' day because | was a teacher before.

THE | NTEPRETER: Ckay. [Addresses w tness]

A So we would neet quite often, even for sone
trivial things |ike taking garbage to the garbage
bi n, because we had the sane garbage bin so we
woul d neet there. So it was quite often.

MR, VERTLI EB

C Do you play chess and bridge?

A | do play chess and bridge.

C Did you ever play chess and bridge with M.

Dzi ekanski ?

A Yeah, | would play quite often chess wwth him and
as a matter of fact, just before he |left he gave
me a gift of portable chess board.

C We have heard that M. Dziekanski |iked geography
and had books about geography. Do you know about
t hat ?

A Okay. [Interpreter addresses witness] As far as

geography is concerned, he had a huge collection
of atlases and ot her geographical naterial and he
had very deep know edge of geography.

MR. VERTLI EB: Thank you.

THE | NTERPRETER: [ Addresses w t ness]

A [ Not interpreted]

THE COW SSI ONER: M. Brongers.

MR. BRONGERS: Good evening, M. Krasinski.

A Good eveni ng.

MR. BRONGERS: M nane is Jan Brongers. |'ma |awer
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for the Governnent of Canada. 1'd like to thank
you for taking your tinme to assist the Comm ssion
today. | just have a few questions for you about

M. Dzi ekanski .

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON BY MR BRONGERS ON BEHALF OF THE
GOVERNVENT OF CANADA:

C Do you know if M. Dziekanski had ever travelled
out si de of Poland before this trip to Canada?
| think he was -- | think he m ght have travelled
to former comruni st countries. | think he
travelled to Germany, but | cannot renenber
exactly.

C M. Krasinski, this is of some inportance to us
because our understanding from other information
was that this may have been the first trip abroad
that M. Dziekanski nade, his trip to Canada. So
is it your understanding that he did nake one trip
to Germany?

A Vell, | don't want to m slead you, but there is a
policy in Poland that you don't need a passport to
wal k on foot to Slovakia or Germany. It doesn't

mean that you have to take a special trip because
we are so close to the border that one on Sunday
can take a car to the border and just wal k across.

C | understand. Do you recall M. Dziekanski
specifically discussing a specific trip outside of
Pol and wi th you?

A [Interpreter addresses witness] | don't recal
M. Dzi ekanski discussing trips abroad with ne.
Al | can tell you is that I saw Sl ovak and Czech
newspapers but | don't know where he got them
from

C | understand. Thank you. M. Krasinski, did M.

Dzi ekanski drive a car, to your know edge?
[Interpreter addresses wtness] So | don't know
whet her he had a driver's licence. | knew that he
could drive a car, but we never discussed these
topics, you know. If we were going on a long trip
or sonething like that, I would ask him but we
didn't discuss it.

C So if | understand correctly, you did go on sone
long trips wwth M. Dziekanski?
No, no, no. No, no, | wasn't driving with him

C Qur understanding is that the only | anguage M.
Dzi ekanski spoke was Polish. To your know edge,
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could M. Dziekanski speak any other |anguages?

Yeah, he knew for sure Russian because it was

mandatory in school s.

So to your knowl edge, M. Dziekanski coul d speak

Pol i sh and Russi an?

Yes.

Coul d he speak any other | anguages such as Gernman

or English?

No, | don't know anything about it.

Did M. Dziekanski discuss with you his plans to

em grate to Canada?

O course.

Did he tell you what he expected to do in Canada?

Yes. Yes, of course we were talking about it, and

t hen because he was a good tradesman, he knew how

to install tiles and paint.

THE | NTERPRETER: (Okay. [Addresses w tness]

A Yeah, he was planning on opening a contracting
busi ness.

C We know that M. Dzi ekanski could not speak
English. D d he explain to you how he expected to
cope with the | anguage barrier in Canada?

A [Interpreter addresses w tness] Yeah, he was
expecting the first period is going to be tough,
but of course, as everybody who goes to different
country, he would Il earn the | anguage.

C And did M. Dziekanski explain to you how he
pl anned to cope with the flight to Canada, given
t hat he cannot speak English?

THE | NTERPRETER: Okay. [Addresses w tness]

A Wll, we didn't talk about the trip. He didn't
get to Canada yet. W're tal king about nore
nor mal t hings.

MR. BRONGERS:

C So he did not discuss the specifics of his plans

A

C

>0 O O> O >

for the trip to Canada with you?

All I knowis that it was his first trip on the
pl ane.

One final question, M. Krasinski. You explained
that M. Dzi ekanski woul d play chess and bridge
with you. Do you know if he practised any sport
or did any exercise?

A [Interpreter addresses witness] During the tine
that | knew him he wasn't actively participating
in any sports, but --

THE | NTERPRETER: (Okay. [Addresses w tness]

A But then when he was younger, |ike 15, 17, 20
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Cross-exam by M. Brongers (for Governnment of Canada)
Cross-exam by M. Butcher (for Cst. Bentley)

years old, | don't know because we didn't discuss
t hese details.

MR. BRONGERS:

C Fromthe tinme you knew hi mrecently, you woul dn't
describe himas a physically active person, would
you?

A You know, he was physically active at his work
because it's hard work so he had to be physically
fit.

MR. BRONGERS: Thank you very much for answering ny
gquestions, M. Krasinski.

A You' re wel cone.
THE COW SSI ONER:  Just a nonment now. There will be
SOnMe nore.

MR. BUTCHER: Sir, nmy nane is David Butcher and I'ma
| awyer for one of the police officers involved in
this case.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON BY MR, BUTCHER ON BEHALF OF CONSTABLE
Bl LL BENTLEY:

C | take it fromyour |ast answer that you thought
that M. Dziekanski was a physically strong man?

A | didn't say that he's strong but physically fit.

C Did you know himto be strong?

A [Interpreter addresses wtness] Wll, he wasn't a
superman |i ke a body builder. He was just |ike
regul ar man, well build.

C Sir, occasionally you have to wait for the

transl at or because he can only translate a short
part of an answer. So if you have a | ong answer,
can you please just wait for a nonent.
Do you renenber speaking to sonebody fromthe

Comm ssion on March the 17th, 2009? That's about
two weeks ago.

A " m not exactly sure when it was, but you called
me, M. Barski.

MR. BUTCHER: He's tal king about you, the interpreter,
not nme, the | awyer.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Yes.

MR. BUTCHER

C Do you renenber nentioning to themthat to your
knowl edge M. Dzi ekanski had travelled to sone of
t he nei ghbouring countries, |ike Slovakia, the
Czech Republic and Germany?

A Yeah, I'mtelling you what | know, and if there

was a question fromyou, the answer was -- ny
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A

answer was the sanme as ny answer today.

So did you know that he had travelled to the Czech
Republic and Sl ovakia and Germany? Had he told
you those things?

[Interpreter addresses witness] Well, it's not
like a trip long distance to Bel giumor Hol |l and.
These are like -- nore like walks. It's an hour

trip. You just cross the border on foot. So we
wer e discussing these like short trips.

How far is the border with the Czech Republic or

w th Sl ovaki a?

It's a maxi mum 50 kil onetres.

Do you need a passport to go into those countries?
No. No, no. It's just the identification
docunent. Yeah, these are all countries belong to
EU and we don't need passports to go there.

Did he ever tell you that he was taking nedication
for any health probl ens?

No, he never told ne. | cannot recall -- | cannot
recall that he would be taking any mnedi cati on when
| was around, and | don't renenber discussing his
heal th i ssues.

How often did you see hi mbetween June 2007 and
Cct ober 2007 when he left for Canada?

[Interpreter addresses witness] Yeah, it was
quite often because it was summertinme, so we at

| east had two barbecues, one at ny pl ace.

Wul d you see himduring that period tw ce a week,
four times a week, once a nonth?

Dear sir, sonetimes -- [Interpreter addresses
W tness] Dear sir, sonetines it would be twice a
day. | would walk nmy dog in the norning, we would

nmeet, and then in the afternoon | would go and
play lotto, so | would neet him again.

What did you know about his consunption of

al cohol ?

You know, |ike he was |ike a social drinker
because you cannot drink al cohol in Poland at work
because there are sanctions if you do.

It's not encouraged in Canada either. Wat do you
mean by social drinker? Wat kind of al cohol and
how often and how nmuch?

So you know, if it was |ike a nanes day of

wife -- sorry, ny girlfriend, we would drink like
a cl ear vodka.

MR. BUTCHER: A what of vodka?
THE | NTERPRETER:  Strai ght vodka.
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MR. BUTCHER

C And how much vodka woul d you drink? | should say
how much vodka woul d M. Dzi ekanski drink?
[ Question not interpreted]

A Well -- [Interpreter addresses w tness] Yeah.
Well, it was -- it wasn't that nuch. It was so

much that he could wal k. He wasn't drunk. So if
there were four of us, we would drink like a
bottl e of vodka, which is 750 grans.

C Have you seen the video of M. Dziekanski at the
Vancouver Airport?

THE WTNESS: [Addresses the interpreter]

THE | NTERPRETER: [ Addresses the w tness]

A Are you asking whether | sawit on TV?

MR. BUTCHER

C Yes.

A Yeah, | did see it on TV because there was a
programon Polish TV about M. Dziekanski's
i nci dent.

C Do you renenber that the video shows M.

Dzi ekanski breaking a chair and throwi ng a
conputer on the ground?

A Well, | didn't see that exact nonment because that
program was on several TV stations, on TVN and
anot her station.

THE | NTERPRETER: (Okay. [Addresses w tness]

A Yeah. There was news on original TV so they
showed different fragnents, so | don't recal
seeing himthrowng a chair. But there was a
|ately programon TVN so | saw different

fragnents

MR. BUTCHER

C Had you ever seen himagetting angry and throw ng
and breaki ng ot her people's property?

Yeah, | was in his conpany on several different
occasions and it never happened, anything like
t his.

MR. BUTCHER: Thank you. Those are ny questions.

A You' re wel cone.

MR, STEWART: Sir, ny nane is Dnmght Stewart and |I'm
the I awer for the Vancouver International
Airport.

A Good nor ni ng.

MR STEWART: Good norning, sir. I'mgoing to ask you

just a few nore questions in terns of your
knowl edge of M. Dziekanski's travel outside of
G iwce and Kat ow ce.
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CROSS- EXAM NATI ON MR, STEWART ON BEHALF OF VANCOUVER
Al RPORT AUTHORI TY:

C Am | correct, sir, that Aiwice is a suburb of
Kat owi ce?

A No, sir. Gdiwice are a separate city who has over
200, 000 citizens.

C But am| correct that it is part of a nmetropolitan

area around Katow ce of about 2 mllion people?

THE W TNESS: |[Addresses the interpreter]

THE | NTERPRETER: [ Addresses the w tness]

A Yes, you can say that. 1It's correct. Because
that city is connecting with another city and it's
like a netropolitan area.

MR. STEWART:

C s it sonetines referred to as the Upper Silesian
| ndustry Area?

A Yes, correct.

C And am | correct that the entirety of the city is
serviced by a bus systen?

A It's a very well devel oped bus system

C Yes, there are buses, trans and trolley buses?

A Buses, trams and m crobuses.

C And am | correct, sir, that Katow ce has a major
regional train station that connects it to other
countries in Europe?

A Yes, of course.

C Am | correct that this area, Katowice, this is in
the very furthest southern area of Pol and?

A Yes, that's correct.

C Am | correct, sir, that to travel to Germany by
| and woul d be quite sone distance, correct?

A Yeah, it's a little bit farther away than the
Czech or Sl ovak border

C | ndeed, sir, is Katowi ce basically situated at the
boundary between the Czech Republic and Sl ovaki a?

A Are we tal king about Giw ce or Katow ce? Because
it's very close fromdiwice to Czech border.

C kay, thank you, sir. Well, | suppose |I'IIl just
re-ask the question in the context of 3iwce.
Giwice is relatively close to the boundary that
separates Slovakia and the Czech Republi c,
correct?

A Yes.

C You woul d have to travel basically the entire

| ength of the Czech Republic before you could
reach Germany fromdiw ce?
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A No. No, sir. No, we've got highways as w de as
in Canada and you just travel directly to the
bor der.

C No, no. Yes, sir, | knowthat Poland is a very
nmodern country. |'mjust asking how long would it
take to drive, then, on the autobahn fromdiw ce
to the cl osest border in Gernmany?

A Yeah, it depends which border crossing you want to
go to because there are several border crossings
w th Germany.

C Just --

A And the closest -- [Interpreter addresses w tness]
-- about 60 to 70 kil onetres.

THE | NTERPRETER.  Sorry, 70 to 80 kil onetres.

MR. STEWART:

C I n your discussions with M. Dziekanski about his
travels, the Comm ssion was advi sed that one ot her
country that you had been told by M. Dziekanski
he had visited was the Ukraine. |Is that correct?

A Did | say so?

C Yes, that's ny question. To your know edge, did
M. Dzi ekanski travel to the Ukraine? That was
what we were told.

A | cannot recall discussing M. Dziekanski's trip
to Ukraine, but it's possible because -- probable
because the Ukrainian border is only 300
kil onmetres away to cross now.

C But sir, did you ever discuss with M. Dzi ekansk
not just his travels to the border but whether or
not he had seen any of the major cities in the
countries that are adjacent to Pol and?

A [Interpreter addresses witness] There is a |large
city across the border called Bratislava and
Cstrava.

C Ckay. And do you know, did he travel there by car
or by train?

We didn't discuss -- [Interpreter addresses

wi tness] W didn't discuss these details. |
don't even recall whether we discussed them you
know, outside of the house or in the church. W
didn't discuss these details.

C W are told, sir, that there will be another
witness who will indicate that M. Dzi ekanski for
a period of about one week lived in Cermany. Did
he ever tell you about that tinme he spent in
Cer many?

A [Interpreter addresses witness] Now | can recall
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that he went to Germany, but he didn't cone to the
agreenent with the owner of the flat.

C Do you know where it was in Germany that he went
tolive, sir?
Yeah, | know that | knew but now | cannot recal

it.

C To your know edge, sir, did M. Dzi ekanski keep
travel books or records relating to his visits to
t hese other countries?

A No, | don't know anything about it.

MR, STEWART: Thank you, sir.

A You' re wel cone.

THE COW SSIONER:  Now, is there anyone el se with any
gquestions?

Thank you very nuch, sir, for your

cooperation in this matter.

A You are very wel cone.
THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you, sir. W' Il be signing
of f.

(W TNESS EXCUSED)

MR. VERTLIEB: Now, M. Conm ssioner, that is the
presentation for today. There are two matters |I'd
like to deal with. M. Hra has this notion for
police records and police docunents and cri m nal
court records. Wat |'mgoing to suggest is
that -- M. Hira has said that he wants to argue
it after these witnesses have given their
evi dence, and so what | was going to suggest out
of respect for that request, that he argue his
notion on Thursday at the end of the |ast wtness

and then it be put over. It would help nme as
counsel to hear his argunent and it may help
others. | know that sone of the other parties are

not consenting and they would need sone tine to
hear M. Hra s submssion. So if M. Hra could
argue it and then we'll see where it goes after
we' ve heard his position.

THE COWM SSIONER: I n ternms of Thursday, | have a
personal matter at twelve o' clock. Have you any
i dea what we have in line for Thursday?

MR. VERTLIEB: W have two wi tnesses Thursday. Because
we' ve heard so nuch already, | certainly am not
going to be very long. I'mhaving difficulty
anticipating ny friends' questioning.

THE COW SSIONER: All right, we can see how t hat goes.
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Now, what is your position here, M. Hra?
MR HRA: M positionis that the entire notion should

be heard at the sane tine. |'mnot accustoned to
presenting argunment and waiting ten days for a
response. | have set out the authority that |I'm
relying upon in ny notion. It's a very sinple
case.

THE COW SSIONER: Wl l, I've read it in detail

MR HRA: That's the position. In ternms of Thursday
and ny friend's comment, the two w tnesses that
are being called on Thursday are the w tnesses
that dealt with M. Dziekanski and took himto the
airport. They have very relevant evidence to give
regarding his condition at the time that they
picked himup. |If ny friend is leading that, it
may be quite quick. If heisn't, it may take sone
tine.

THE COW SSI ONER: How | ong do you think you'll be with
your notion?

MR. H RA: Twenty m nutes.

THE COWM SSIONER: All right. M. Hra, | don't see

any difficulty in splitting the argunent. | think
what we'll do is we'll see how it goes on
Thursday, and if there's enough tine, I wll call

upon you to argue it.

MR HRA Very well.

MR. VERTLIEB: Now, the second matter for tonorrow
|"ve now been fully briefed on the intended
W tness for tonmorrow, Wjciech D bon, and | have
cone to the decision that we don't need to have
his evidence tonorrow or at all. He was
apparently interviewed by the RCMP and his nane
comes fromthe production of that file. He was
i ntervi ewed when he was under 18. |'mnot sure of
the status of the interview He was al so
extrenely di straught by the death of M.
Dzi ekanski and | don't wish to put himin a
position where any further events are upsetting to
him So that would be the only witness for
tonorrow. He was not going to be a | engthy
w tness, and given all of the circunstances, | see
no reason to bring everybody back for a very brief
session tonorrow norning. So if we cancel that
w tness, then we can do the other two w tnesses on
Thursday norning at the regular tinme. It seens to
be working. And we'll work around whatever
schedul es anybody has on Thursday. We'Ill make
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sure it works.

COWM SSI ONER: Does anybody have any difficulty
wth that w tness not being called?

BUTCHER® We were told |last week that this w tness
woul d be called. M. Vertlieb told us on Mnday
afternoon that he mght not call this wtness.
Then he told us that he would call this w tness by
e-mail, | think Monday eveni ng.

COW SSIONER: No, ny question is, is there any
probl em here?

BUTCHER. Well, this is the first |I've heard of it,
that there's a suggestion that he not be called.
There are three witnesses who were involved in the
process of taking M. Dziekanski fromthe
apartnment in Giwce to the airport. He's one of
them | would |like an opportunity to review the
statenent and see if there's sonething that is
unique to this wtness's evidence and see --

COMM SSIONER: Wl |, you're not famliar with his
evi dence now?

BUTCHER: |'ve read all of these w tnesses
evidence in the |ast couple of days again. But
having heard this for the first tine now, | can't
stand up and say where in the 60 or 80 pages of
each of these three witnesses their evidence is
different.

COW SSIONER:  All right. Does anybody el se have a
comment to make?

BUTCHER So at the nonent |1'd like this witness to
be cal | ed.

BRONGERS: Thank you, M. Conm ssioner. There is
one small point the Governnment of Canada woul d
like to explore with this witness that is unique
to him

COWM SSI ONER: What do you think about all this,

M. Vertlieb?

VERTLIEB: Well, it's a witness who was intervi ewed
and perhaps ny friends could confort thensel ves
fromreading in portions of the statenent that he
gave to the RCVMP. He was very upset. Now that
I"'mfully briefed about him he was young and he
ended up being hospitalized after M. Dziekanski's
death. And people can read into that what any
| ogi cal observer would read into it. So | don't
Wi sh himto be upset unless it's absolutely
critical, and I don't think it is. Maybe we just
put himoff fromtonorrow. It seens pointless to
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cone back tonorrow for a brief period of tine
anyway and assenbl e everybody here. So naybe he
could just be put over to Thursday and M. Butcher
and M. Brongers can consider what they want.
MR. BUTCHER: |If there's anything unique or different

about this wtness's evidence, |I'mcontent that
that portion of his statenment be read into the
record.

THE COW SSIONER: Al'l right.

MR. BRONGERS: | second ny learned friend. W're
content with reading in the portions that are
rel evant.

THE COW SSI ONER:  CGentlenen, |'m nost obliged to you
for that cooperation. Just |let counsel know the
part you wish. W'Il|l adjourn, then, until
Thursday norning at ten o' cl ock.

THE REG STRAR The hearing is now adjourned until
Thursday norning at 10: 00 a. m

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOUNRED TO APRIL 2, 2009, AT
10: 00 A M)
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