












Where Taser Fits in New Westminster:

Taser is the area of intermediate weapon on our level of force
options. Taser is approved in the presence of an "active resistant"
people where there is an imminent need to control the subject and
less intrusive options have been ineffective or are inappropriate
based on the totality of the circumstances.

All of our force options have a potential to escalate and/or de­
escalate based on the response and conduct of the subject the
officer is dealing with and the circumstances surrounding each
event.

In ALL of our force options instruction and scenario based training
we spend the majority of our time on what is our most valuable
tool in all of the options available to us as police officers, "our

C ability to communicate".

We teach, that your communication never ends, regardless of
where the situation has taken us. That constant attempt to gain
compliance, calm a situation down or have a subject maybe all of a
sudden become comfortable is always what we are seeking.

Summary:

We have been using tasers for eight years and there have been no
injuries more significant that a cut or scrape from a fall during any
taser incident. Our program has evolved greatly from where it
began in 2000. I am proud of what our officers do and what we
teach.

We are never satisfied. We always have much work to do. We
will continue to evaluate ALL of our force options training and



, .

endeavor to make it more realistic and valuable to our members so
that they can meet the goals that we all share, to "preserve life and
keep the peace".


