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VPD CEW Course Selection VPD CEW Course Selection 
Criteria Criteria 

-- Applicants are selected and Applicants are selected and 
recommended for the course by recommended for the course by 
their supervisors.  The CEW their supervisors.  The CEW 
Coordinator will review each Coordinator will review each 
application for approval.application for approval.

-- Applicants must be competent with Applicants must be competent with 
basic force option skills as basic force option skills as 
demonstrated in the field.demonstrated in the field.



CEW COURSECEW COURSE

One  8 hour training and certification One  8 hour training and certification 
dayday
Four hours in a classroom setting: Four hours in a classroom setting: 
Written and Practical examWritten and Practical exam
Four hours participation in reality Four hours participation in reality 
based training.based training.
Upon successful completion, the Upon successful completion, the 
operator is issued with a operator is issued with a TaserTaser..



Spark TestSpark Test

The operator performs a spark test The operator performs a spark test 
prior to each shift.prior to each shift.

The officer looks for proper arching The officer looks for proper arching 
between contact points and listens for between contact points and listens for 
any breaks in the spark test.any breaks in the spark test.



MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

Member tests routinely using the spark Member tests routinely using the spark 
test.test.

The The TaserTaser will be downloaded by the will be downloaded by the 
CEW Coordinator.CEW Coordinator.

Every 6 months and/or after each trigger pull Every 6 months and/or after each trigger pull 
in the line of duty.in the line of duty.



VANCOUVER POLICE VANCOUVER POLICE 
POLICYPOLICY

The The TaserTaser is placed at the intermediate is placed at the intermediate 
weapons force option within the National weapons force option within the National 
Use of Force Model.Use of Force Model.
The VPD supports the use of an The VPD supports the use of an 
intermediate weapon when lower levels are intermediate weapon when lower levels are 
ineffective and/or inappropriate and higher ineffective and/or inappropriate and higher 
levels would be inappropriate or not levels would be inappropriate or not 
justified.  (justified.  (Section 31.01 of the Regulations and Section 31.01 of the Regulations and 

Procedure ManualProcedure Manual))



The TASER Device is not a 
Substitute for Lethal Force

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Instructor Notes:  The point of this slide is to emphasize that the lethal weapon is your life insurance - it is there in case you need it.  Most officers never have to deploy deadly force throughout their entire career (according to the National Law Enforcement Memorial Foundation, the average street cop in New York would have to walk the beat for over 600 years before he would have to use deadly force).  In contrast, officers have to use less-lethal force everyday (from verbal to hands on to TASER devices).  Effective non-lethal weapons like the TASER electronic control devices can help prevent situations from escalating to deadly force levels -- just like health insurance can help prevent the need to use your life insurance.





Controlling/Cuffing Under Controlling/Cuffing Under 
PowerPower

Each cycle should be used as a “window Each cycle should be used as a “window 
of opportunity” to attempt to establish of opportunity” to attempt to establish 
control/cuff while the subject is affected control/cuff while the subject is affected 
by the TASER cycleby the TASER cycle
The need for multiple cycles may be The need for multiple cycles may be 
avoided by controlling/cuffing under avoided by controlling/cuffing under 
power if contact officers are availablepower if contact officers are available

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Instructor Notes:   There have been incidents where subjects have been exposed to multiple TASER cycles because the subject would not comply with verbal surrender commands following a TASER cycle.  Contact officers were available but did not move in during the cycle(s) while the subject was incapacitated.  While there are circumstances under which multiple cycles are appropriate and reasonable, instructors must train officers to control/cuff under power when practicable.  



• The contact stun can be used when in close 
proximity to subject.  The muzzle of the Taser is 
pressed to the subject’s body.

• The contact stun mode alone will not cause NMI.  
It generally acts as a pain compliance tool.

• If not effective, evaluate location of contact stun, 
consider an additional cycle to a different 
pressure point, or consider alternative force 
options.

Contact Stun BackupContact Stun Backup

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Instructor Notes:  It is an acceptable technique to fire the cartridge from close range or in contact with the body of the subject.   If needed the officer can then apply a drive-stun back-up with the cartridge still in place away from the deployed probes and cause a “three point” contact.  This can cause NMI.  Remember that a drive stun alone will usually not cause NMI.







Once the subject is restrained and controlled, Once the subject is restrained and controlled, 
they are place in a seated position and evaluated they are place in a seated position and evaluated 
by EHS.by EHS.
A VPD use of force report will be submitted for A VPD use of force report will be submitted for 
the force options section.the force options section.
Operator will have the CEW Coordinator Operator will have the CEW Coordinator 
download and assess the download and assess the TaserTaser for record for record 
keeping.keeping.
CEW Coordinator provides monthly statistics on CEW Coordinator provides monthly statistics on 
CEW usage.CEW usage.

What to do Following What to do Following 
CEW Device UseCEW Device Use
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