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they have met all the requirements that are being placed upon them
by the community.

It is further contended that a moratorium on the taser and its use
will restore confidence in the justice system, give appropriate time
to consider safety issues as well as complete the necessary training
that experts like Mr. Webster and Mr. Begg say is necessary.

The police officer on the street that the public comes in contact
with is trying to do his best, but he is losing public support. The
public finds the police response to this problem unacceptable. It is
not the fault of the operational police officer it is a failing of
leadership. Until that is corrected on the issue of taser the problem
continues. It is submitted that there needs to be a return to basic
principles.

It 1s further submitted that the basic principles of police work are
as follows:

1.  The basic mission for which the police exist is to prevent
crime and disorder.

2. The ability of the police to perform their duties is
dependent upon public approval of police actions.

3.  Police must secure the willing co-operation of the public
in voluntary observance of the law to be able to secure and
maintain the respect of the public.

4. The degree of co-operation of the public that can be
secured diminishes proportionately to the necessity of the
use of physical force.
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5. Police seek and preserve public favour not by catering to
public opinion but by constantly demonstrating absolute
impartial service to the law.

6.  Police use physical force to the extent necessary to secure
observance of the law or to restore order only when the
exercise of persuasion, advice and warning is found to be
insufficient.

7. Police, at all times, should maintain a relationship with the
public that gives reality to the historic tradition that the
police are the public and the public are the police; the
police being only members of the public who are paid to
give full-time attention to duties which are incumbent on
every citizen in the interests of community welfare and
existence.

8.  Police should always direct their action strictly towards
their functions and never appear to usurp the power of the

judiciary.

9. The test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and
disorder, not the visible evidence of police action in
dealing with it.

These are not some new principles which were discovered over
a coffee but were enunciated by Sir Robert Peel in 1829, and
have formed a basis upon which police forces have operated
ever since. These are principles that are taught to every recruit.
They can be found on the web site of the New Westminster
Police. These principles were meant to be more than words on a

page.

Yet the Transit Police chose not to appear before a public
inquiry and take the opportunity to regain some public
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confidence. What more can be said about an organization that so
woefully fails to understand its duty.

It is suggested that the police are facing more difficult times
now than ever before and that this weapon is crucial. It should
be remembered that the police have faced difficult times before.
When the Metropolitan Police were introduced in London no
police force existed. When the RCMP and its individual
members first patrolled the Canadian prairies there had been no
existing police presence.

Police organizations are based on a chain of command and
change can be instituted quickly.

The model of interaction that Mr. Webster proposed which
includes assess, plan and act needs to be returned to. The
conducted energy weapon has become the easy answer to
dealing with stressful situations.

Mr. Webster made the point in his presentation which was
essentially that police need to use the time afforded to them in a
crisis to make decisions. The taser appears to be reducing the
thinking time. In the Dziekanski case there was no need to rush
and to move to the taser. It was easily available and so four
police officers, rather than take the time to diffuse the situation
or to resolve chose confrontation.

Currently, under the use of force response model, there seems to
be no consideration given to age, sex, size, skill level, whether
multiple officers attend the scene and whether there are multiple
subjects to be dealt with. In short, until their has been a
complete revamping of the confrontational continuum which
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allows for the use of a weapon which is a hundred times more
powerful than the pain tolerance level of an average individual
these matters need to be rethought and a moratorium is
necessary.

The entire issues surrounding the use of the taser is a cruel hoax
on the Canadian public. The police chiefs that were here
yesterday said, “let us keep the taser as an intermediate weapon
and give us some better direction.” They have had since 1999
to provide direction and to heed the direction from people like
Mr. Begg. They have had time to institute training. They,
however, cannot even agree on a uniform policy.

There is a vicious circle in the taser issue. There is essentially
one manufacturer who sets the standards. @ The same
manufacturer trains the police and provides them with the
information they need. They then go on and train their
individual members. They have turned over policing to a non-
certified corporate entity.

Police officers including their commanders still believe that
tasering someone in the so called state of “excited delirium”
will save a life. Yet we have heard that only a clinician in a
hospital setting could even tell if delirium exists.

There has been a self-fulfilling prophecy that all of those who
have died suffered the same symptoms. In Mr. Dziekanski’s
case the same was true. The police gave one version at the
beginning, but the tape showed something different. I am told
that at the end of his life Mr. Dziekanski believed he was about
to be shot and that the whole world had turned upside down.
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